
AACI CERTIFICATES
ONLINE CONFERENCE
Date: Friday August 27th, 17.00 to 19.00

Saturday, August 28th, 10.00 to 12.00

Day 1: Friday, August 27th

17.00 to 17.10 – Welcome

17.10 to 18.00

An Introduction to Global Skills

In a world where change has become the new normal, we need to help learners develop global

skills, which will enable them to think creatively and adapt to different paradigms and contexts.

In this session we will explore how we can integrate these skills into the English class, and

how both teachers and learners can benefit from them.

BIODATA

Ma. Elena Pignataro

Maria Elena Pignataro got her degree as EFL teacher at ISP ‘Dr.

Joaquín V. Gonzalez’, where she then specialized in Grammar I, and

was a ‘profesora adscripta’ for two years. She holds a ‘Licenciatura

en Lengua Inglesa’ from Pontificia Universidad Católica Argentina

‘Santa María de los Buenos Aires’. She worked as an EFL teacher for

over 20 years at various primary, secondary and language schools - including AACI - until she

joined Oxford University Press (OUP) in 2014. She was in charge of the Professional

Development Department at OUP for 2 years. She is currently Team Leader at OUP.

18.00 to 18.10 – Coffee Break

18.10 to 19.00

The Creative English Teacher’s Toolkit

In this session we will explore ways to boost everyone’s creativity in the classroom. We will

introduce a variety of teaching ideas and resources which enhance our teaching practice in

highly engaging and collaborative classroom contexts. We will equip attendees with a creative

toolkit for teaching which fosters language learning and makes room for students’

self-expression, artistic responses and creative outcomes.

BIODATA

Griselda Beacon

Griselda Beacon lives in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and holds an MA in
Literature and Foreign Language Teaching from Philipps-Universität
Marburg, Germany. She has been working in the field of teacher



education, literature and curriculum development for over 20 years and is a regular teacher
trainer at NILE -Norwich Institute for Language Education- in the UK. She loves visiting schools,
reading picturebooks with children and playing with literature and art to foster diversity and
inclusion in English language classrooms. She currently teaches Children’s & Young Adult
Literature, Creativity, Drama Techniques and Play, Music, Dance and Literature in Pre-Primary
Education at state-run Teacher Training Colleges in Buenos Aires.

Saturday, August 28th

10.00 to 10.10 – Welcome

10.10 to 11.00

On the Key Role of Dispositions During and Post-Lockdown

During lockdown we teachers have had to face multiple difficulties. Undoubtedly, we have

explored, analyzed and found numerous ways to overcome most of them so as to reach our

students, teach them and, above all, try to build and strengthen a meaningful bond with them.

In this session we will refer to the right dispositions of the mind which have made this possible

and discuss in what ways they have helped us to overcome difficulties during lockdown. Last

but not least, we will explore how to foster and train these dispositions in our learners both in

virtual and face-to-face environments.

BIODATA

Esther Vázquez

Esther Vázquez is an experienced teacher and teacher trainer who
has taught English extensively at different levels and backgrounds.
Since 2009 she has been delivering in-service training to Primary
and Secondary teachers and to Coordinators at Escuela de
Maestros (CABA). She is also a Cambridge International Oral
Examiner and teaches English for Academic Purposes at
Psychology Faculty (UBA).

Esther holds a Bachelor’s degree in Educational Management and a Diploma in
Neurolearning and has lectured extensively on varied topics of interest in the
educational field in Argentina, the USA Bolivia, Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay. In 2017
she was awarded a TESOL Professional Development Scholarship. (TESOL
International).

11.00 to 11.10 – Coffee Break

11.10 to 12.00

I See You, I Hear You, I Know You! Connection, Support and Love in the YL
Classroom

Looking back on what we have learned during the pandemic, we see the increasing importance

for Young Learners to feel emotionally connected to the way they are learning. This starts

directly with teachers and the way we truly see our students. In this session full of practical



ideas, we’ll talk about the deeper aspects of learning and thriving, and how meaningful content

makes a huge difference to ‘living’ a second language.

BIODATA

Lucy Crichton

“I’m Lucy Crichton and I’m graduated in Drama, Design and
Teaching English as a Foreign Language. I’ve been a teacher for
28 years and during that time have also been involved in teacher
training. I write for the primary classroom and these projects
have taken me to South America, Europe and Asia. I’m the
founder of The Secret Garden English School in Florianopolis,
where I work with a wonderful team of teachers. We teach
children from 6 to 18 with a focus on living the language through practical projects,
music art, drama, gardening and cooking. Brazil is my adopted home”


