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How to Write a Calligram Poem
A1 Level



What is a calligram?

Calligrams are poems which create a shape that represents the topic of the poem. 

AKA 
Visual Poems
Shape Poems



Step 1: Share different poems with your students





Step 2: Talk about Democracy with your students

What do you think democracy is?

Community, voting, dialogue, politics, politician, future, difference, equality, 
presidency, people, freedom, rights, collaboration, diversity, respect, citizenship, 

responsibility, identity, integration, choice, etc.

Brainstorming:

Be open to your student’s suggestions, as they might also mention names of people they 
associate to this concept. You can decide to write about only one or as many as you like.



Step 3: Brainstorm

Chose a concept and make a word cloud with ideas related to it.



Step 4: Write the poem 

Use the word cloud you created before.  You can use words or phrases.



Step 5: Find the main theme

Think of the message behind the words: this is the central point of the poem.

The most significant idea



Step 6: Design

Choose an image that represents the main idea in your poem.

Time to draw with words!



You can use words as lines



Or fill in an image with the poem



Step 7: Writing a title

Write a title that makes allusion to the poem.

Be creative!





How to Write an Acrostic Poem
A2 Level



What is an acrostic?

Acrostic poems are the ones in which the first letter of each line spells out a key concept or theme when 
read vertically.



Step 1: Share different poems with your students



Step 2: Talk about Democracy with your students

What do you think democracy is?

Community, voting, dialogue, politics, politician, future, difference, equality, 
presidency, people, freedom, rights, collaboration, diversity, respect, citizenship, 

responsibility, identity, integration, choice, etc.

Brainstorming:

Be open to your student’s suggestions, as they might also mention names of people they 
associate to this concept. You can decide to write about only one or as many as you like.



Step 3: Brainstorm

Chose a concept and make a word cloud with ideas related to it.



Step 4: Write the poem 

Use the word cloud you created before.  Choose one word.



Step 4: Write the poem 

Use the word cloud you created before.  Choose one word.

Write the word vertically and use each letter as 
the beginning of each line.



Step 5: Writing a title

Write a title that makes allusion to the poem.

Be creative!





How to Write a Pregunta Poem
B1 Level



What is a Pregunta Poem?

A Pregunta Poem introduces a question (or series of questions) in the first stanza and answers it/ 
them in the second one.

It’s called Pregunta, since 
it was a poetic form 
practised by Spanish- 
court poets in the late 
14th c. and in the 15th c.



Step 1: Share different poems with your students

Allan Ahlberg



Step 2: Talk about Democracy with your students

What do you think democracy is?

Community, voting, dialogue, politics, politician, future, difference, equality, 
presidency, people, freedom, rights, collaboration, diversity, respect, citizenship, 

responsibility, identity, integration, choice, etc.

Brainstorming:

Be open to your student’s suggestions, as they might also mention names of people they 
associate to this concept. You can decide to write about only one or as many as you like.



Step 3: Brainstorm

Chose a concept and make a word cloud with ideas related to it.



Step 4: Think of a key question

Use the word cloud you created before.  Choose an idea from it and make 
questions around it.

Main ideaexamine it

wonder about itobserve it

put it on the spot

inquire into it



Step 5: Write your poem
1st stanza: Make questions about your topic.

2nd stanza: Answer those questions.



Step 7: Writing a title

Write a title that makes allusion to the poem.

Be creative!





How to Write a Bio Poem
B2 Level



What is a bio poem?
A bio poem gives voice to historical characters as well as concepts or ideas.



Step 1: Share different poems with your students



Step 2: Talk about Democracy with your students

What do you think democracy is?

Community, voting, dialogue, politics, politician, future, difference, equality, 
presidency, people, freedom, rights, collaboration, diversity, respect, citizenship, 

responsibility, identity, integration, choice, etc.

Brainstorming:

Be open to your student’s suggestions, as they might also mention names of people they 
associate to this concept. You can decide to write about only one or as many as you like.



Step 3: Brainstorm

Chose a concept and make a word cloud with ideas related to it.



Step 4: Choose the protagonist of your poem

This will be the voice of your poem.

It could be a historical character or even a concept.



Step 5: Write your poem

You can choose writing in the 1st or 3rd person singular.

Use proper characteristics of the person or concept you are describing: beliefs
wonders
thoughts
dreams
needs

emotions



Step 7: Writing a title

Write a title that makes allusion to the poem.

Be creative!



You can use any outline you like and even 
create your own!




